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» (a) ‘electrical and electronic equipment’ or ‘EEE’ means equipment which is
dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in order to work properly and
equipment for the generation, transfer and measurement of such currents and fields
and designed for use with a voltage rating not exceeding 1 000 volts for alternating

current and 1 500 volts for direct current;”
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»4.1. What does ‘dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in order to
work properly’ mean? ‘Dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in
order to work properly’ means that the equipment needs electric currents or
electromagnetic fields (e.g. not petrol or gas) to fulfil its basic function (i.e., when the
electric current is off, the equipment cannot fulfil its basic function). If electrical
energy is used only for support or control functions, this type of equipment is not
covered by the Directive. Examples of equipment that does not need electricity to
fulfil its basic function, (but only requires, for example, a spark to start), include petrol

lawn mowers and gas stoves with electronic ignition only"
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Frequently Asked Questions on Directive 2012/19/EU on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment

(WEEE)
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